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ABSTRACT
The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan has taken many steps to

encourage and support Pakistani researchers for raising the standard of research,
education, and development of the country. One of these steps is the recognition of
research journals and increase their numbers to publish maximum research papers.
However, there are many researchers, particularly in the field of Islamic Studies, who
are new and unexperienced. Their papers are mostly not published in these journals
because they contain many deficiencies and faults. Thus, these authors become
discouraged and cannot contribute in the progress of society. Unfortunately, there is
neither any regular system or programme to train these unexperienced researchers nor
any book of research methodology to help them.

With this background of the problem in view, the basic questions of this research
are: What are the fundamental structural elements of a research paper and how are they
written meritoriously? And, what are the rules and preferences of the experts and
evaluators of the papers submitted in the field of Islamic Studies? Keeping in view these
questions, this paper indicates and analyses, in detail, the drawbacks, mistakes and faults
which are frequently found in the papers written for publication in the HEC’s approved
journals of Islamic Studies. To overcome and solve their problems, it discusses the basic
elements of an acceptable research paper—Nature of the topic, Statement of the Topic,
Abstract in English, Outline of the paper, Central Body of the paper, the Use of sources
of different levels and Conclusions. For the sake of research on this topic, this paper
follows the analytical and critical methods of research. It suggests and recommends

many successful ways to avoid the rejection of experts and evaluators.
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